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Skills Progression for Reading  

 

 

EYFS Literacy – Reading  
Development Matters 
  
Comprehension: 
Re-read known books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment 
. 
Word Reading: 
Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. 
Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter– sound correspondences. Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and 
say sounds for them. 
Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. 
Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words. Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word 
reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment.  

Focus Comprehension Word Reading 

ELG: Statutory 
 
EYFS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Children at the expected level of development will: 
- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories 

and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; 
- Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; 

Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

• Make previously read books available for children to share at school and at 
home. 

• Avoid asking children to read books at home they cannot yet read. 

• Discuss books read in class. 

• Make predictions on books by asking what happens next. 

• Talk about characters in stories they have been read. 

• Talk about story settings in stories they have been read. 
 
 

Children at the expected level of development will: 
- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; 
- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; 

Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common 
exception words. 

• Help children to read the sounds speedily. This will make sound- blending easier. 

• Ask children to work out the word you say in sounds: for example, h-a-t > hat; sh-o-p > shop. 

• Show how to say sounds for the letters from left to right and blend them, for example, big, stamp. 

• Help children to become familiar with letter groups, such as ‘th’, ‘sh’, ‘ch’, ‘ee’ ‘or’ ‘igh’. 

• Provide opportunities for children to read words containing familiar letter groups: ‘that’, ‘shop’, ‘chin’, ‘feet’, 
‘storm’, ‘night’. 

• Listen to children read some longer words made up of letter-sound correspondences they know: ‘rabbit’, 
‘himself’, ‘jumping’. 

• Note correspondences between letters and sounds that are unusual or that they have not yet been taught, such as 
‘do’, ‘said’, ‘were’. 

• Listen to children read aloud, ensuring books are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge. 

• Do not include words that include letter-sound correspondences that children cannot yet read, or exception 
words that have not been taught. 

• Children should not be required to use other strategies to work out words. 
• Make the books available for children to share at school and at home. 

• Avoid asking children to read books at home they cannot yet read. 
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Aspect Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Reading – 
applying phonics 

• Apply phonic knowledge to 
decode words (W2, W3) 

• Speedily read all 40+ 
letters/groups for 40+ phonemes 

• Read accurately by blending 
taught gpc (W1, W5, W8) 

• Read common exception words 
(Orally introduced in EYFS – ELG) 

• Read common suffixes (-s, -es, -
ing, -ed, etc.) 

• Read multisyllable words 
containing taught gpcs (W6) 

• Read contractions and 
understanding use of apostrophe 
(Introduced Y1) 

• Read aloud phonically-decodable 
texts (W8) 

• I read aloud books closely 
matched to my improving phonic 
knowledge (W8) 
 

• Secure phonic decoding until 
reading is fluent 

• Read accurately by blending, 
including alternative sounds for 
graphemes 

• Read multisyllable words 
containing these graphemes 

• Read common suffixes 

• Read exception words, noting 
unusual correspondences 

• Read most words quickly & 
accurately without overt sounding 
and blending 
Checking that the text makes 
sense to them as they read and 
correcting inaccurate reading 

• I read aloud books closely 
matched to my improving phonic 
knowledge 
 

• I apply knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes to read aloud 
and to understand the meaning of 
unfamiliar words. 

• I know that some words may have 
a similar pronunciation but may 
be written differently. 

• I know that some of these are 
unusual. 

• I use prefixes and suffixes to help 
me understand the meaning of 
unfamiliar words. 

• I apply knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes to help me 
read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of unfamiliar words. 

• I know that many words may have 
a similar pronunciation but may 
be written differently. 

• I know that some of these are 
unusual. 

• I apply knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes to read aloud 
and to understand the meaning of 
unfamiliar words. 

• I begin to read further exception 
words. 
 

• I apply knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes to read aloud 
and to understand the meaning of 
unfamiliar words. 

• I read further exception words, 
noting the unusual 
correspondences between 
spelling and sound, and where 
these occur in the word. 
 

Reading for 
Pleasure - Fiction 
 

• I know some familiar stories and 
can recognise familiar story 
language (C1, C5, C6) 

• I can say what I like or dislike 
about a book (C3) 

• I can listen to others ideas about a 
book (C4, C5, C6) 

• I can say whether I agree or 
disagree with others ideas (Orally 
introduced in EYFS) 

• I can find familiar story language 
in stories read aloud to me or 
ones that I have read 
independently (C5, C6) 
 

• Listening to, discussing and 
expressing views about a wide 
range of contemporary and classic 
poetry and stories at a level 
beyond that at which they can 
read independently 

• I know ther are different kinds of 
stories 

• I listen to or read a range of 
different kinds of stories 

• I make choices about the books i 
read 
 

• I talk about the different plot 
structures in genres read. 

• I know that writers choose words 
and language to create an effect 
on the reader. 

• I find effective words and 
language in reading that writers 
have used to create effects. 

• I discuss a range of narrative 
stories and their similarities and 
differences. 

• I re-tell some of the stories 
written by the same author by 
heart. 

• I participate in discussion about 
both books that are read to me 
and those I can read for myself, 
taking turns and listening to what 
others say. 

• I discuss the range of narrative 
stories introduced so far and 
consider differences and 
similarities. 

• I identify words and language that 
show the setting of a book – 
historical, cultural or social. 

• I find words and language in my 
reading that writers have used to 
show atmosphere, mood or 
feelings. 

• I identify different openings in 
different books and I can compare 
different story openings. 

• I participate in discussion about 
both books that are read to me 
and those I can read for myself, 
taking turns and listening to what 
others say. 

• I discuss and explain how and why 
different books have different 
structures. 

• I understand that a writer moves 
events forward through a balance 
of dialogue, action and 
description. 

• I record effective words and 
language from reading to use in 
my own writing. 

• I can explore the language, 
structures and techniques used. 
For example, short sentences, 
rhetorical questions, ellipsis, 
flashbacks. 

• I discuss what I read and hear 
using technical vocabulary 
including: metaphor, simile and 
imagery. 

• I participate in discussions about 
books that are read to me and 
those I read for myself, building 
on my own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously. 
 
 

• I am familiar with a wide range of 
narrative genres including myths, 
legends, traditional stories, 
modern fiction, fiction from our 
literary heritage and books from 
other cultures and traditions. 

• I can recommend a book to my 
peers, justifying my reasons by 
commenting on language, themes 
and conventions. 

• I can explain how the techniques 
used create feelings, atmosphere, 
mood or messages. 

• I participate in discussions about 
books that are read to me and 
those I read for myself, building 
on my own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously. 
 

Reading for 
Pleasure  
Poetry and 
Performance 

• I can re-tell key stories orally using 
the narrative language (C6) 

• I can recognise rhyming language, 
repeated or patterned language 
(Orally introduced in EYFS – ELG) 

• Learning to appreciate rhymes 
and poems, and to recite some by 
heart (ELG) 

• I can give an opinion on books or 
poems read 

• I can find patterned or recurring 
language in poems and stories 

• I can talk about the meaning of 
different poems 

• I can learn and perform a poem by 
heart 

• I understand that there can be 
more than one interpretation of a 
poem. 

• I understand that the meaning of 
poems can be enhanced through 
performance. 

• I watch performances of poems. 

• I prepare poems and play scripts 
to read aloud and to perform, 
showing understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and 
action. 

 

• I explain the effect of patterned 
language in poems and why a 
poet might use it. 

• I prepare poems and play scripts 
to read aloud and to perform, 
showing understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and 
action. 
 

• I learn a wider range of poetry by 
heart. 

• I prepare poems and plays to read 
aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone and volume so 
that the meaning is clear to an 
audience. 

• I learn a wider range of poetry by 
heart. 

• I prepare poems and plays to read 
aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone and volume so 
that the meaning is clear to an 
audience. 
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Aspect Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Reading for 
Pleasure 
Non-Fiction 

• I know the difference between a 
story book and an information 
book (ELG) 
 

• Listening to, discussing and 
expressing views about a wide 
range of non-fiction at a level 
beyond that at which they can 
read independently 

• I know that non-fiction books are 
organised differently than fiction 
books 

• I know that books or texts have a 
purpose 

• I know how to find information in 
a non-fiction book 

• Discussing the sequence of events 
in books and how items of 
information are related 
 
 

• I ask questions to deepen 
understanding of a text. 

• I identify the main idea of a text. 

• I know that the organisation and 
layout of a book helps me to 
understand it. 

• I know how to find key words or 
information in a non-fiction text. 
 

• I know where to find the specific 
information needed in my book. 

• I know how to use a non-fiction 
book to find identified 
information. 

• I discuss the meaning of the 
unfamiliar words identified. 

• I choose a specific non-fiction 
book for a specific purpose. 
 

• I evaluate the usefulness of a non-
fiction book to research questions 
raised. 

• I can explain how the structure of 
non-fiction texts guides the reader 
to find specific information. 

• I can explain how the choices a 
writer has made about the 
structure of a text support its 
purpose. 

• I understand that non-fiction texts 
may present the same 
information with different 
viewpoints. 

• I evaluate the usefulness of 
different non-fiction texts by 
comparing how different writers 
present the same information. 

• I know that non-fiction texts may 
include a creative, fictional 
element. 
 
 

Comprehension 
– vocabulary 
 
V 

• Discussing word meanings, linking 
new meanings to those already 
known (Orally introduced in EYFS) 
 

• Discussing and clarifying the 
meanings of words, linking new 
meanings to known vocabulary 

• Discussing their favourite words 
and phrases 

• Drawing on what they already 
know or on background 
information and vocabulary 
provided by the teacher 

• I identify any words that are 
unfamiliar. 

• I discuss the meaning of 
unfamiliar words identified. 

• I use the context of unfamiliar 
words to explain their meaning. 

• I use a dictionary to check or find 
the meaning of new words. 
 

• I actively seek the meaning of any 
words or language not 
understood. 

• I check the meaning of any 
unfamiliar words through 
questioning, discussion or use of 
dictionaries. 

• I record words and language from 
my reading to use in my own 
writing. 

•  

• I understand that writers use 
language for precise effect. 

• I understand that this may include 
precise nouns, precisely chosen 
adjectives, well developed noun 
phrases, similes, metaphors, 
personification etc. 

• I use meaning – seeking strategies 
to explore the meaning of 
idiomatic and figurative language. 
 
 

• I know that the word and 
language choices support the 
writer’s purpose. 

• I can record examples of words 
and language from reading to use 
in my own writing. 

• I use meaning – seeking strategies 
to explore the meaning of 
idiomatic and figurative language. 

Comprehension 
– infer 
 
I 

• I use picture clues to support and 
deepen my understanding (EYFS 
Reading Strategy) 

• Making inferences on the basis of 
what is being said and done (ELG) 

• I can discuss the meaning of  
unfamiliar words (EYFS Reading 
Strategy) 
 
 
 
 
 

• Making inferences on the basis of 
what is being said and done 

• Answering and asking questions 

• I know what the inference 
‘reading between the lines’ means 

• I infer characters' feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their 
actions. 

• I use evidence from the text to 
support my response. 

• I discuss meaning of specific or 
unusual words used by authors to 
create effects. 

• I explain why a writer has chosen 
specific words and language. 

• I recognise words and language 
that show the setting of a book – 
historical, cultural or social. 
 

• I explain how the writer has used 
words and language to show the 
setting of a book. 

• I explain how the words and 
language used show atmosphere, 
mood or feelings. 

• I explain why a writer has chosen 
specific words and language to 
create mood, atmosphere or 
feelings. 

• I infer meaning using evidence 
from events, description and 
dialogue. 

• I ask questions to deepen 
understanding of a text – between 
and beyond the lines. 

• I understand why a character 
acted, responded or felt in a 
certain way. 
 

• I draw inferences such as inferring 
characters' feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions at 
different points in the text. 

• I justify inferences with evidence 
from the text. 

• I know that the context in which it 
was written can affect a text. For 
example, a classic text reflects 
how an audience of that time will 
react. 

• I explain the writer’s viewpoint 
with evidence from the text. 
 

▪ I can find the different layers of 
meaning in a text. 

▪ I can explain how they contribute 
to the reader’s understanding of 
the overall meaning, characters, 
and themes. 

• I can explain how the techniques 
used create feelings, atmosphere, 
mood or messages.  

• I know that the context in which it 
was written can affect a text. For 
example, a classic text reflects 
how an audience of that time will 
react. 
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Aspect Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Comprehension 
– predict 
 
P 

• Predicting what might happen on 
the basis of what has been read so 
far (C4) 

• I can make predictions based on 
prior knowledge, such as similar 
characters or patterns of events 
(C4) 
 

• Predicting what might happen on 
the basis of what has been read so 
far 

• I can make predictions about 
possible events 

• I can make predictions about how 
characters might behave 

• I use clues from the text to predict 
what might happen next.  

• I give reasons for predicting what 
might happen next. 
 

• I make predictions based on the 
text and from knowledge from 
other books. 
 

• I make predictions from evidence 
found and implied. 
 

▪ I can make predictions using 
knowledge of the conventions of 
different genres and text types. 

▪ I make predictions from evidence 
found and implied. 
 

Comprehension 
– explain 
 
E 

• I can make links to other stories 
(C7) 

• I can use information from the 
story to support my opinion 
(Orally introduced in EYFS) 
 
 

• I explain why i prefer certain 
books or stories 

• I can ask questions to clarify my 
understanding 

• I can recognise and explain a 
writer’s message 

• I can give reasons for character’s 
actions or behaviour 
 

• I talk about the different plot 
structures in genres read. 

• I discuss a range of narrative 
stories and their similarities and 
differences. 

• I explain why a writer makes 
choices about words and language 
used. 

• I explain my personal response to 
a text. 

• I explain how the organisation and 
layout helps me to understand a 
text. 
 

• I explain how the writer made 
sure of the reader’s response, 
using evidence from the text. 

• I explain why the evidence shows 
what the theme is. 

• I make connections between 
books with similar themes. 
 

• I can explain why i enjoyed a book 
or poem and who might also 
enjoy it. 

• I explain how the context of a text 
reflects the reaction of the 
audience it was written for. 

• I explain the similarities and 
differences between different 
versions of texts. 

• I explain how books written in 
different contexts can have similar 
themes. 

• I explain the reasons for my 
viewpoint, using evidence from 
the text. 

• I can explain why i enjoyed a book 
or poem and who might also 
enjoy it. 

• I can explain the characteristics of 
a writer’s style, using evidence. 

• I can explain how the word and 
language choices support the 
writer’s purpose, using evidence. 

• I can explain how the techniques 
and structures used support the 
writer’s purpose, using evidence. 

• I can explain how the context of a 
text reflects the reaction of the 
audience it was written for. 

• I can explain the similarities and 
differences between different 
versions of texts. 

• I can explain how there are 
common themes in different 
books, using evidence from 
reading. 
 

Comprehension 
– retrieve 
 
R 

• I can answer retrieval questions 
about a book (Orally introduced in 
EYFS) 
 
 

• I can find the answers to retrieval 
questions about stories, poems or 
non-fiction texts 

• I can identify the plot in a 
narrative. 

• I find effective words and 
language in reading that writers 
have used to create effects. 

• I record key words or information 
found in a non-fiction text. 

• I identify the organisation and 
layout in books. 
 

• I find words and language in my 
reading that writers have used to 
show atmosphere, mood or 
feelings. 

• I know where to find the specific 
information needed in my book. 

• I know how to use a non-fiction 
book to find identified 
information. 
 

• I can record examples of effective 
techniques and structures from 
reading to use in my writing. 

• I use skimming and scanning to 
find the information i need. 

• I identify the writer’s viewpoint, 
for example, how different 
characters are presented. 

• I find examples of fact and opinion 
in texts and explain why one is 
fact and the other opinion. 
 

▪ I find key information from 
different parts of the text. 

▪ I identify the elements included in 
a text type. 

▪ I identify the characteristics of a 
writer’s style. 

▪ I identify the writer’s viewpoint, 
for example, how different 
characters are presented.  

▪ I find examples of fact and opinion 
in texts. 

▪ I use point, evidence and 
explanation (pee) or answer it, 
prove it, explain it (ape) to 
respond to questions about texts. 
 

Comprehension 
– summarise 
 
S 

• Discussing the significance of the 
title and events (EYFS Reading 
Strategy – colour band on reading 
records) 

• I can make links with characters 
from other stories (C5) 
 
 

• I can retell stories with the key 
events in the correct sequence 
and include the main characters 

• I can recognise key events in a 
text 

• I make connections between 
books written by the same author. 

• I identify the main idea/s of a text. 

• I know that the main idea in a 
narrative may also have a 
message for the reader. 
 

• I identify the main idea/s of a text. 

• I identify the main idea in 
paragraphs in a text. 

• I summarise the main idea of a 
text in a sentence. 
 

• I summarise key information from 
different parts of the text. 

• I make notes on the information i 
need. 

• I organise my notes and present 
an oral overview or summary of a 
text. 

▪ I summarise the main ideas drawn 
from a text. 

▪ I summarise key information from 
different parts of the text. 

▪ I present an oral overview or 
summary of a text. 
 

 


