
 

 

 

 

Henri Rousseau was a famous French painter. He was 
born in 1844 in Western France, and attended 
boarding school. At school, Henri Rousseau won priz-
es for drawing and music. After he finished school, 
he spent his early life working as a tax collector. He 
taught himself to paint in his spare time, and start-
ed displaying his work at galleries in 1886. He is best 
known for his jungle scenes, such as Tiger in a Tropi-
cal Storm (Surprised!) Rousseau lived between 1844 
and 1910. He lived in Paris, France in his later life. 
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Tiger in a Tropical Storm (Surprised) is 
an oil-on-canvas painting by Henri Rous-
seau. It was the first of the jungle paint-
ings for which the artist is chiefly known. 
It shows a tiger, illuminated by a flash of 
lightning, preparing to pounce on its prey 
in the midst of a raging gale. It is located 
in the National Gallery in London. 

His most important painting of this 
period was The Sleeping Gypsy (1897) 
in which he portrayed a woman asleep 
in a moonlit desert with a huge lion 
standing over her, seemingly trans-
fixed. The landscape is completely 
bare except for the woman’s jug and 
mandolin. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Naïve Art Usually refers to artists who have had not been 
trained. 

Composition How the artist has chosen to arrange the ob-
jects and colours in the painting 

Monochrome Shades and tints of the same colour 

Shade 

  

A darker tone of a colour, created by adding black 

Tint A lighter shade of a colour, created by adding 
white 

Complemen-
tary Colours 

Colours which appear opposite each other on the 
colour wheel 

Foreground The part of the picture that is closest to the 
viewer 

Middle 
ground 

The part of the picture between the foreground 
and background 

Background The part of the picture furthest away from the 
viewer 

Graded Pencil Used for drawing – H grades are the hardest; B 
grades are the softest 


