
 

           

 

Arts & Crafts Movement  

The British Arts and Crafts movement was started 
in around 1850.  
 
By then, whilst the industrial revolution had made 
Britain very rich with its factories, some people did-
n’t like how plain things like houses had become, and 
how everything looked the same. 
 
The Arts and Craft movement favoured quality over 
quantity and hand- crafted items rather than mass 
produced, machine made goods, and sought to sought 
to replace boring machine-made objects with more 
personality in design – essentially quality over quanti-
ty. The artists and craftspeople used natural materi-
als and their designs were inspired by shapes and 
patterns found in nature. 

Key Vocabulary 

Repeated/ trans-
lated pattern 

The repetition of lines, 
shapes, tones, colours, tex-
tures and forms . 

Rotated pattern The pattern is turned on its 
axis up to 360⁰ 

Symmetrical pat-
tern 

The pattern is repeated but 
as a mirror image 

 
Collagraph print 

A printing block  created by 
building up a collage image  
onto a flat surface 

 
Motif 

A decorative image or design, 
especially a repeated one, 
forming a pattern. 

Complementary 
colours 

Colours which appear opposite 
each other on the colour 
wheel 

Harmonious  
colours 

Colours which appear either 
side of one another on the 
colour wheel 

WILLIAM MORRIS 
William Morris was an English artist, poet 
and politician. He was incredibly creative 
and he produced decorative art in a range 
of different forms, including: textiles, fur-
niture, wallpaper, stained glass windows, 
book design and tapestry.  
William Morris lived and worked during the 
Victorian era. He was born in 1834 and he 
died in 1896. 
He earned a degree from Exeter College, 
Oxford. After his graduation he started to 
work as an architect. 
1859 William Morris married Jane Burden. 
Soon after they had a house built for them 
on Bexleyheath. The house was called ‘Red 
House’. William and Jane designed all of the 
interiors and decoration themselves. 
In 1861 their company, called Morris, Mar-
shall, Faulkner and Co., started to make 
furniture, tableware, soft furnishings and 
wallpaper. All of the items produced were 
handcrafted  
By the mid-1860s, William Morris concen-
trated on designing wallpaper. His patterns 
were inspired by the natural world, and 
these are some his best-known works of art 
and are still very popular to this day. 


