
KEY VOCABULARY 
  

asteroid a rock that orbits the sun 

axis an imaginary line through 
the middle of something 

celestial body  A natural object outside of the 
Earth’s atmosphere such as a planet, 
moon, star, comet etc which are visi-
ble in the sky 

comet a bright object with a long 
tail that travels around the 
sun 

galaxy an extremely large group of 
Stars and planet 

Milky Way the name of our galaxy 

meteorite a rock from outer space that has 
landed on Earth 

moon a natural satellite that orbits a planet 

orbit the curved path in space that is fol-
lowed by an object going round and 
round a planet, moon or star 

planet a large, round object in space that 
moves around a star 

rotate to spin eg the Earth rotates on its 
own axis 

solar system the Sun and all of the planets that go 
round it 

sphere a round, 3D object shaped like a ball 

spherical 
bodies 

astronomical shapes like spheres 

spin turn quickly around a central point 

star a large ball of burning gas in space 

universe the whole of space and all the stars, 
planets and other forms of matter 
and energy in it 
 

There are 8 planets in our Solar System (Mercury, 
Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and 
Neptune). Pluto is a dwarf planet. They all orbit the 
Sun, which is a star, and they all have moons. The 
first four planets are relatively small and rocky, 
while the four outer planets are gas giants (Jupiter 
and Saturn) or ice giants (Uranus and Neptune). 
There are also asteroids, meteoroids and comets in 
the Solar System. The Solar System is in a galaxy 
called the Milky Way.  

 

The Sun, Earth and Moon are ap-
proximately spherical.  The Earth 
orbits the Sun every 365 ¼ days and 
the Moon orbits the Earth every 28 
days. 

The Earth  takes 24 hours  to make 
one full rotation.  This is how we expe-
rience day and night.  The part of the 
Earth that is facing the sun is in day-
time, whilst  it is night time in the 
parts of the Earth that are facing 
away from the sun. As the Earth ro-
tates, day gradually turns to night. 


