
Timeline of Yayoi Kusama’s life: 

1929 Yayoi Kusama was born on 22nd March, in 
Matsumoto City, Japan. 

 
 
 
 

1939 Kusama started to experience hallucinations 
when she was 10.  
She saw "flashes of light", "fields of dots", 
"speaking flowers", "patterns on cloth coming 
to life". 

1948 Kusama studied traditional Japanese painting 
at Kyoto Municipal School of Arts and Crafts. 

1954 In February 1954, Kusama held her first To-
kyo solo exhibition at Shirokiya Department 
Store.  

1957 Kusama went to live in the USA. 

1973 Kusama returned to Japan after the death of 
her husband, Joseph Cornell and because of 
her poor health.  

1977 Kusama becomes a permanent resident at  
Seiwa Hospital  

1978 Kusama published a book of poems and paint-
ings. Her first novel was published. 

2006 Kusama creates a four-metre-tall red pumpkin 
for the ‘Naoshima Standard Exhibition’. 
She receives two Japanese Lifetime Achieve-
ment awards.  
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White No.28  (1960) $7,109,000. 
This “Infinity Net” painting was sold in New York, December 2014.  

This is Kusama’s most expensive piece of art. 

What was Kusama’s inspiration for pumpkin art? 

“I love pumpkins. I feel enchanted by their warm and 
charming form” 

“The first time I ever saw a pumpkin was when I was in 
elementary school and went with my grandfather to visit a 
big seed-harvesting ground,”  

“And there it was: a pumpkin the size of a man's head . . . 
It immediately began speaking to me!” 

‘Watercolors’ - Kusama’s 
first exhibited art in the 

USA.  
It showed her breaking 
free from traditional  
Japanese art she was 
taught as a child and  
embracing Western  
artistic influences. 

Skills  

Shading Shading refers to the lines and marks used 
in a drawing or painting to show the  
different patterns in colour and dark 

Sketching A quick, rough drawing to present an idea 

Materials Materials (sometimes called mediums) are 
what things are made from. Anything an 
artist uses to create a piece of art. 

Outline The line or group of lines that define a 
shape or figure 

Texture How something feels 


