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The Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 

 

Introduction: 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to five years of age. At 

Highfield Infants’ School all children join us at the beginning of the school year in which they are 

five. The Early Learning Goals set out what is expected of most children by the end of the 

Foundation Stage. Children joining our school have already learnt a great deal. Many have been to 

one of several settings that exist in our community. The early years education we offer our children 

at Highfield Infants’ School is based on principles which are grouped into 4 themes: 

 

• A Unique Child – Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be 

resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. 

• Positive Relationships – Children learn to be strong and independent through positive 

relationships. 

• Enabling Environments – Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in 

which their experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership 

between practitioners and parents and carers. 

• Learning and Development – Children develop and learn in different ways and at different 

rates. All areas of learning and development are equally important and inter-connected. 

 

These four guiding themes work together to underpin effective practice in the delivery of the Early 

Years Foundation Stage so that: - 

 

• It builds on what our children already know and can do. 

• It ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged. 

• It offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content that matches the 

needs of young children and activity that provides opportunities for learning both indoors 

and outdoors. 

• It provides a rich and stimulating environment. 

Aims: 

At Highfield Infants School, we aim to provide the highest quality care and education for all our 

children thereby giving them a strong foundation for their future learning. We create a safe and 

happy environment with motivating and enjoyable learning experiences that enable children to 

become confident and independent. We value the individual child and work alongside parents and 

others to meet their needs and help every child to reach their full potential. 

 

The aims of the Early Years Foundation Stage are: - 

 

• To provide a happy, caring, safe and secure environment for learning, which meets the 

individual needs and interests of the children. 

• To develop warm and secure relationships between children and adults. 

• To provide a high-quality curriculum in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage 

documents and ‘Every Child Matters’. 

• For the children to become aware of moral and social values. 
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• To encourage active learning through first hand experiences both in indoor and outdoor 

play, and through both verbal and non-verbal communication. 

• To encourage children to become self-motivated and independent learners with a positive 

attitude to learning and self-discipline. 

• To value the cultural diversity within our school and community. 

 

Teaching and learning style: 

The understanding that teachers have of how children develop and learn, and how this affects their 

teaching. 

 

• The range of approaches used that provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, 

make appropriate interventions and extend and develop play and talk or other means of 

communication. 

• The carefully planned curriculum that helps children achieve the Early Learning Goals by 

the end of the Foundation Stage. 

• The provision for children to take part in activities that build on and extend their interests 

and develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities. 

• The encouragement for children to communicate and talk about their learning, and to 

develop independence and self-management. 

• The support for learning with appropriate and accessible indoor and outdoor space, 

facilities and equipment. 

• The identification of the progress and future learning needs of children through 

observations, which are regularly shared with parents. 

• The good relationships between our school and the settings that our children experience 

prior to joining our school. 

• The clear objectives for our work, and the regular monitoring to evaluate and improve what 

we do. 

• The regular identification of training needs of all adults working within the Foundation 

Stage. 

 

Play in the Foundation Stage: 

Play underpins the delivery of all of the Early Years Foundation Stage. Through play our children 

explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world. They 

practice and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and understand the need for 

rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their 

own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. They express fears or 

re-live anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations. 

 

Inclusion in the Foundation Stage: 

We value all our children as individuals at Highfield Infants’ School, irrespective of their ethnicity, 

culture, religion, home language, background, ability or gender. We plan a curriculum that meet the 

needs of the individual child and support them at their own pace so that most of our children 

achieve and even exceed the Early Learning Goals. We strongly believe that early identification of 

children with additional needs is crucial in enabling us to give the child the support that they need 

and in doing so, work closely with parents and outside agencies.  
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We meet the needs of all our children through:  

 

• Planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and 

interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence. Using a wide range of teaching 

strategies based on children’s learning needs. 

• Providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and to help them 

to learn effectively. 

• Providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all 

children is valued. 

• Using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping. 

• Planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in advance 

of their language and communication skills. 

• Monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary.  

 

The Foundation Stage Curriculum: 

The Foundation Stage Curriculum is organised into seven areas of learning with three prime areas 

and four specific areas. There continues to be a balance of child initiated and adult led activities.  

 

The Prime Areas are:  

 

• Personal Social and Emotional Development: This area focuses on the developing child 

and his/her ability to work and play alongside others. It is critical for very young children in 

all aspects of their lives and gives them the best opportunity for success in all other areas 

of learning. 

• Physical Development: This area focuses on the child’s developing physical control, 

mobility, awareness of space and manipulative control.  

• Communication and Language: This area encourages developing competence in a 

child’s listening, attention and understanding, and speaking. 

 

The four Specific Areas are: 

 

• Literacy: This area encompasses reading and writing. 

• Mathematics: This area focuses on learning through practical activities in both number and 

numerical patterns. 

• Understanding of the World: This area focuses on the child’s developing knowledge and 

understanding of the natural world, people, culture and communities and past and present. 

• Expressive Arts and Design: This area focuses on the development of the child’s 

imagination and their ability to communicate and express ideas and feeling in creative 

ways. It incorporates art, design, music, dance and role play. Creativity is fundamental to 

successful learning. 

 

All seven areas are incorporated into the outdoor curriculum. 
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These are underpinned by the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’. Children are encouraged to 

follow their interests, make independent choices about their learning and are supported to develop 

their thinking skills through skilful adult interactions. 

The characteristics are interconnected but each has distinct features. The characteristics are: 

Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things and are willing to have a go. 

Active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying when they encounter difficulties and 

enjoy their achievements. 

Creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, are able to make 

links between ideas and develop a range of strategies for doing things. 

Observation and Assessment:  

We make regular assessments of children’s learning, and we use this information to plan next 

steps to meet their learning development needs. Assessment in the Foundation Stage takes the 

form of observation, photos and displays. This involves both the class teacher and teaching 

assistants. 

 

On-going formative assessment is at the heart of effective early years practice. We observe the 

children, listen and take notes. We analyse our observations and decide what they are telling us 

about the children. We then plan what to do next and think about how we can provide experiences 

and opportunities, including how to organise the learning environment. 

 

Summative assessment is completed by teachers at the end of the EYFS. It summarises children’s 

progress towards the early learning goals. It also informs the child’s next teacher in Year One who 

can use this information to make plans for the year ahead. We then share this information with 

parents at the parents meeting in July. 

 

Evidence of children’s learning is stored in a learning journal and a writing book. This shows 

various examples of their work both adult led and child initiated. Staff make observations using 

Tapestry and these capture children’s development and interests across the school year. These 

are shared with parents. 

 

Parents receive a termly report and an annual report that offers brief comments on each child’s 

progress in each area of learning, the ‘Characteristics of Learning’ and their child’s profile scores. It 

highlights the child’s strengths and development needs and gives details of the child’s general 

progress.  

 

Children’s progress on the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile is updated half termly using a 

class tracker. At the end of the year each child’s scores on the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Profile are reported to parents/carers and are forwarded to the Local Authority.  All profile scores 

are moderated regularly within school and with cluster schools to ensure accuracy.  

 

 

Parents as Partners: 

We strive to create and maintain partnership with parents and carers as we recognise that 

together, we can have a significant impact on a child’s learning. We welcome and actively 

encourage parents to participate confidently in their child’s education and care in numerous ways.  

https://earlyyears.buckscc.gov.uk/media/14077/playing-and-exploring.pdf
https://earlyyears.buckscc.gov.uk/media/14073/active-learning.pdf
https://earlyyears.buckscc.gov.uk/media/14076/creating-and-thinking-critically.pdf
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Working with other services and organisations is integral to our practice in order to meet the needs 

of our children. At times we may need to share information with other professionals to provide the 

best support possible. 

We draw on our links with the community to enrich children’s experiences by taking them on 

outings/inviting members of the community into our setting. 

 

Transition: 

Transitions are carefully planned for, and time given to ensure continuity of learning. At any 

transition, we acknowledge the child’s needs and establish effective partnerships with those 

involved with the child and other settings, including nurseries, pre-schools and child minders. 

Children attend two introductory sessions to develop familiarity with the setting and practitioners.  

In September we ensure that initially only half a class starts at a time to enable school staff to get 

to know both the parents/carers and child with a staggered start with children attending for half a 

day, then for lunch and building to a full day. We make adjustments where children find settling in 

difficult and will work closely with parents/carers to ensure the best provision, 

 

At the beginning of the autumn term, families are given the opportunity for a home visit to build a 

relationship with their new teacher and teaching assistant.  

 

In the final term in Reception, the Year 1 teacher will meet with the early years staff and discuss 

each child's development against the Early Learning Goals in order to support a smooth transition 

to Year 1. This discussion helps the Year 1 teacher to plan an effective, responsive and 

appropriate curriculum that will meet the needs of all children. 

 

Monitoring and Review: 

The Year Group and the Senior Leadership Team will monitor standards. This will be done 

through: 

 

• talking to children and staff 

• moderation of learning, planning and assessments  

• learning walks to review learning  

• moderation of Learning Journals 

• lesson observations.  

• talking to parents/carers 

 

The future development of the Early Years Foundation Stage will form part of the School 

Improvement Plan on a yearly basis  

 

The Foundation Stage Leader will formulate a Yearly Development Plan which will link if relevant to 

the School Improvement Plan. Progress against this will be reviewed termly.  

 

 

 


