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Homework Policy 

 

Learning at home is an essential part of a good education. Regular home learning helps to develop 

the partnership between home and school, showing that the learning experience is shared by 

children, parents, carers and teachers.  The success of home learning is dependent on parental 

support.  

Home learning should be a balance between activities set by the school, reinforcing skills and 

knowledge already learned in school and those which follow a child’s own interests.  It also 

develops the skills that a child needs to become an independent learner. 

 

At Highfield we set our weekly home learning through Google Classroom, a web-based platform 

where children’s work can be uploaded and marked by teachers. The platform allows children and 

staff to communicate, and is also an important tool in delivering remote learning.  

 

Our Aims are to: 

• ensure that parents/carers are clear about what their child is expected to do 

• ensure consistency of approach throughout the school 

• use homework as a tool to help to continue to raise standards of attainment 

• improve the quality of the learning experience offered to children and to extend it beyond 

the classroom environment 

• provide opportunities for parents/carers, children and the school to work together in 

partnership, thereby promoting children’s positive attitude to learning 

• encourage children and their parents/carers to share and enjoy learning experiences 

• reinforce work covered in class by providing further learning opportunities 

• practise or consolidate basic skills and knowledge, especially in English and mathematics 

• encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline needed to 

study independently 

• prepare all children for the next stage in their education 

 

Teachers will support this policy by: 

• providing meaningful homework tasks and activities to consolidate and extend learning in 

class 

• ensuring that the children have a clear understanding of the tasks involved and a common 

understanding of the high expectations held of them individually, according to their ability 

 

Parents and carers are encouraged to: 

• provide a suitable, reasonably peaceful place in which children can do their homework 

without the distractions of television, other family members and pets 

• make clear to the child the value of homework 

• provide encouragement and support to children when they require it 

• give due importance to non-written tasks such as reading and to assist in the learning of 

tables and weekly spellings 

• keep staff informed of any changes in the child’s circumstances, which may affect their 

learning 
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Children are expected to: 

• tackle home tasks promptly and with a positive attitude 

• take pride in presentation and content, acknowledging the high personal standard expected 

• take responsibility for handing in the completed task on the agreed day 
 

Plan for Weekly Homework 

 

 

Reading Phonics / Spellings Maths Additional Learning 

Year R 

Autumn 2 

Reading books 

sent home at least 

3 times a week 

(shared reading) 

Spring 

Read Write Inc 

reading books sent 

home 

 

Read, Write, Inc. 

Autumn term 

Sounds sent home 

daily to practise 

letter formation and 

recognition 

Common exception 

words sent home to 

practise reading and 

writing (Phase 2/3) 

NumBots 
Cross-curricular tasks 

(Spring 1 onwards) 

Year 1 

At least 3 times a 

week  

(shared reading) 

Read, Write, Inc. & 

core spelling 

programme as 

directed by teacher 

Spellings list 

NumBots 

Handwriting (Autumn 1) 

 

Termly Homework 

Menu 

(Autumn 2 onwards) 

Year 2 

At least 3 times a 

week  

(shared reading) 

 

Summer – RWI as 

direct by class 

teacher 

Read, Write, Inc. & 

core spelling 

programme as 

directed by teacher 

 

Spelling List 

Times Tables 

Rockstars 

Handwriting (Autumn 1) 

 

Termly Homework 

Menu 

(Autumn 2 onwards) 

Year 3 

At least 3 times a 

week for 15-20 

minutes 

(to include shared 

reading) 

Spelling list 

Daily practise on 

focus tables 

 

Times Tables 

Rockstars 

 

Maths Activities 

including MyMaths 

Handwriting (Autumn 1) 

 

Termly Homework 

Menu 

(Autumn 2 onwards) 

Year 4 

At least 3 times a 

week for 20-25 

minutes  

(to include shared 

reading) 

Spelling list 

Daily practise on 

focus tables 

 

Times Tables 

Rockstars 

 

Maths Activities 

including MyMaths 

Handwriting (Autumn 1) 

 

Termly Homework 

Menu 

(Autumn 2 onwards) 
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Year 5 

At least 3 times a 

week for 25-30 

minutes 

(to include shared 

reading) 

Spelling list 

Daily practise on 

focus tables as 

needed 

 

Maths Activities 

including MyMaths 

Handwriting (as 

needed) 

 

Termly Homework 

Menu 

(Autumn 2 onwards) 

Year 6 

At least 3 times a 

week for 30+ 

minutes 

(to include shared 

reading) 

Spelling list 

Daily practise on 

focus tables as 

needed 

 

Maths Activities 

including MyMaths 

Handwriting (as 

needed) 

 

Termly Homework 

Menu 

(Autumn 2 onwards) 

 

 

Reading 

It is important for your child to read regularly at home across a range of texts.  As well as extending 

vocabulary and developing comprehension, regular practise will hopefully develop a life-long love 

for reading, something we value very highly at the Highfield Schools. 

At Highfield Infants’ School, the expectation is that children read at least 3 x a week and comments 

are recorded in their reading record book to inform the class teacher of their home reading 

progress. Highfield Junior School children are expected to read and comment in their reading 

record at least three times a week.  We expect children to read a range of texts and include 

suggested books for all year groups on the schools’ websites.  

 

Spellings 

Children learn spelling patterns and core words on a weekly basis. At Highfield Junior School a 

number of these spellings are tested each week together with some additional words that children 

regularly get wrong.  At Highfield Infants’ School differentiated spellings are sent home for the 

children to learn, which are then tested in school weekly. Spelling books are then sent home to be 

reviewed by parents and carers with their child. 

 

Maths 

At the infants’ school, NumBots and Rock Star Timetables are used to compliment and reinforce 

the maths taught in school for all year groups. These platforms also provide the facility to close 

gaps and target specific learning needs for identified children.   

In the junior school, children use a range of online platforms to help with maths learning at home. 

These include Rock Star Timetables, which helps to build fluency and rapid recall through a fun 

interactive way; MyMaths which is used to consolidate learning in the classroom. On occasions, 

Maths investigations are set to encourage problem solving and reasoning skills. 

 

Additional Learning  

A range of addition tasks will be provided to support children’s learning as appropriate to their age 

and stage of education.  The Homework Menus from Year 1 to Year 6 are progressive, varied and 

include tasks that build cultural capital across the wider curriculum. Many of the tasks/visits relate 

to current topics being studied in class. They may also support the school values.  

 

In addition, it may be necessary to provide bespoke home learning through Google Classroom to 

support a child’s particular next stage need. This will be issued discreetly to the child concerned 
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and any extra information needed for the parents to support the child with this, will be provided by 

the class teacher.   

 

Remote Learning 

If there a medical reason that a child needs to self isolate or quarantine due to COVID-19, the 

learning that they will be required to complete will be uploaded on to Google Classroom. Each year 

group will update the learning daily and where possible it will mirror what is taking place in school. 

 

Recommended Time Allocation 

Homework should never be too onerous, nor should it ever create stress within the family.  If 

parents/carers have any concerns they should not hesitate to contact the school. 

Normally, more than one day will be allowed for the completion of a homework task, except where 

daily practice is encouraged e.g. reading, spellings and times tables. 

 

Presentation Expectations 

Each child will receive a book in which to complete their home learning.  All children are 

encouraged to ensure that the school’s high expectations for presentation are continued in all 

learning at home. 

 

Sanctions 

In the Junior school, to build independence and good habits, homework that is not uploaded on 
time will need to be completed at school in your child’s break/lunchtime. This is done to maintain 
consistency and fairness in the classroom.  
 

Marking and feedback 

All homework completed and uploaded to Google Classroom will be responded to in line with the 

school’s Marking Policy.  

 

Special Arrangements 

Class teachers will ensure that tasks are set which are appropriate to meet the needs of all 

children, including those with special educational needs as well as those requiring further 

challenge. 

 
Children with special educational needs will be provided with an appropriate type and amount of 
homework which is suitable for their needs but with as much in common with other children’s work 
as possible. Work should provide these children with frequent opportunities to succeed. 
 

Home School Agreements 
As part of our Home School Agreement, we ask parents/carers to acknowledge their support for 
the Homework Policy. This agreement will be signed by parents/carers upon a child’s entry to the 
school. 
 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

To ensure that the policy directly contributes to the quality of teaching and learning the provision of 

homework will be regularly monitored.  Samples of homework will be evaluated from time to time 

by the Headteacher or a member of the Senior Leadership Team. 

 


